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The pilgrimage of trust, an 
uninterrupted succession of 
meetings of young adults 

which began in Taizé several 
decades ago, continues today 

on all the continents. 

 
“Right at the depth of the human condition, 
lies the longing for a presence, the silent 

desire for a communion. Let us never 
forget that this simple desire for God is 

already the beginning of faith.” 

TAIZÉ 
PILGRIMAGE 
OF TRUST AND 

RECONCIL IAT ION 
	

JULY	18-26,	2020	

YOUNG	ADULTS	18-29	

Christ says: "This is my 
commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you" (John 
15:12). We need silence in order to 
welcome these words and put them 
into practice. When we are agitated 

and restless, we have so many 
arguments and reasons not to 

forgive and not to love too easily. But 
when we "have calmed and quieted 
our soul", these reasons turn out to 

be quite insignificant. Maybe we 
sometimes avoid silence, preferring 
whatever noise, words or distraction, 
because inner peace is a risky thing: 

it makes us empty and poor, 
disintegrates bitterness and leads us 

to the gift of ourselves. Silent and 
poor, our hearts are overwhelmed by 

the Holy Spirit, filled with an 
unconditional love. Silence is a 

humble yet secure path to loving. 

TAIZÉ  
Today, the Taizé Community is made up of 
over a hundred brothers, Catholics and from 
various Protestant backgrounds, coming from 
around thirty nations. By its very existence, 
the community is a “parable of community” 
that wants its life to be a sign of reconciliation 
between divided Christians and between 
separated peoples 
 

“At Taizé, brothers from different and 
sometimes opposing denominations, cultures, 
races, and languages pray and work together. 
Yes, it is really possible; Christ destroys every 
separating wall. Young people today are tired 

of talk and tired of scoffing: they want 
authenticity. It is no use talking to them about 

communion if we cannot show them a place 
where communion is being worked out - "come 
and see." At such a place people are welcomed 

as they are without being judged.” Olivier 
Clement, "Taizé: A meaning to life” 

 
Preparation Meeting 

 Tuesday, November 12 at 
6:30PM 

St. Asaph’s Episcopal Church 
27 Conshohocken State Rd 
Bala Cynwyd, PA. 19004 

	



 
 

 

 

	
	
	
 

	 	

❖ From its beginning the community has been inspired by two aims: to live in communion with God through prayer and to be a leaven of peace and 
trust in the midst of the human family. 

❖ A stay at Taizé is an opportunity to seek communion with God in prayer, singing, silence and reflection. It can be possible to rediscover an inner 
peace, a meaning to life and a new impetus. 

❖ Experiencing a simple life shared with others reminds us that daily life is the place where Christ is waiting for us. 
❖ Some young people are looking for ways of following Christ with their whole lives. A stay in Taizé can help discern this call. 
❖ Each day, brothers of the community introduce a Bible reflection, followed by a time of silence and sharing in small groups. 
❖ In the afternoon, workshops help to deepen the relationship between faith and life in the areas of work, social questions, art and culture, the search 

for world peace.... 
❖ Young adults who wish can spend the week or the weekend in silence, to take time to listen to how God speaks to them in prayer, in the Bible or 

through the events of their life. 
 
A typical day at Taizé 
From Monday to Friday 
8.15 am Morning prayer, then breakfast 
10 am Introduction to the day with a brother of the community followed by quiet reflection or small group  
discussion 
12.20 pm Midday prayer, then lunch 
2 pm Optional song-practice 
During the afternoon: international small groups or practical work 
5.15 pm Tea 
5.45 pm Theme workshops from Tuesday onwards 
7 pm Supper 
8.30 pm Evening prayer, then vigil with songs in the church, followed by night silence 
Friday evening prayer is followed by prayer around the Cross. 
Saturday  
3.15 pm Theme workshops 
Sunday 
10:00 Eucharist 

PILGRIMAGE 
 
A pilgrimage is a journey to a sacred place in order to know God better. The pilgrim leaves home and its comforts and embraces the unknown with 
trust that God’s grace will be sufficient. An important part of the pilgrimage, however, is the time of preparation. Time needs to be set aside for prayer 
and practical considerations. Prayer, (such as opening one’s heart to God and turning the entire project over to God’s care), is an essential part of 
preparing for pilgrimage. It can be a way of entrusting everything to God : of giving the experience to God to do with as God sees best for the pilgrim. 
Practical considerations, such as how much it will cost, how long it will take, and what will be involved in the journey must be taken into account so 
that pilgrims are able to fully participate. With prayerful and practical preparation, a pilgrimage can be an experience of encounter with the risen 
Christ through hardship, joy, and interactions with others. 


