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From Fr. Barry

“I am an immigrant, I am a refugee, I belong here…”
      Mary at McDonald’s

  and…
 
"You must not mistreat or oppress foreigners in any way. Remember, you yourselves 
were once foreigners in the land of Egypt.

Exodus 22.21 New Living Translation
 
I had just dropped our son, Kevin, off at the airport - he is currently in the Smokey 
Mountains at the beginning of an internship with the American Conservation 
Experience - rebuilding the Appalachian Trail- a very good thing all around! I 
stopped at a McDonald’s in Marlton, N.J. to catch my breath, and for an egg and cheese biscuit. I was on my 
way back  to the Jersey Shore determined to enjoy our last days of vacation in Surf City. I sat down with my 
sandwich - it was only about 7:15 am and as usual stared into my phone. A worker there at McDonald’s, my 
age, maybe a little older was busy wiping off tables in preparation for the coming day.
 
“Good morning,” she said, our eyes meeting. “Good morning,” I replied but sensed that was not the end of our 
conversation. Her accent was thick - reminding me of my own great-grandparents who had come from the “old 
country.” For my mother’s side of the family that meant what is modern-day Hungary and Budapest in 
particular. Sure enough, Mary (not her real name) was from Kosovo. She had been in the US many many years 
already but just had never committed to learning English. If she had, she lamented, she might have a better job - 
said with a smile. “Do you have children?” she asked. “Yes”, and soon the pictures were out and stories shared. 
She raised three children - two out of college and one still studying. “I am an immigrant,” she said. Yes, I had 
dared to make that assumption. “I am a refugee,” she said, “from the communists - it was Yugoslavia when I 
left.” And then she added, “I belong here.”
 
I am never quite sure why it is that I find the Holy Spirit at work when I choose to escape to a McDonald’s far 
from my circles of influence. I was in shorts and my palm tree shirt meant for vacation and the beach. I 
wondered if I was still in clerical collar. “I belong here.” Mary’s words hit my ears hard. They were not said 
with animosity or anger, a statement of fact for her.
 

The Outlook
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So odd, I thought, after having been in this country for many years, raising a family here and holding a job at 
McDonald’s - at least for that day. Was it just the sharing of information or a reminder to me - a total stranger - 
to remember that we all are immigrants, we are all of us refugees, we all of us - belong here? Her words were 
being sung to the choir! “Of course!” I said loudly for the two or three other patrons at the early hour in 
McDonald’s that morning, “you belong here!”  “Immigrants make us the nation we are intended to be - thank 
you for being here…” And I made my way to the car.
 
We are all given refuge on this planet, to care for this earth and one another. There is more than enough for us 
all to survive and even thrive - all of us, together. Setting up divides, playing on old prejudices and fears, serves 
none of us and only and especially harms the least of these… We must remember again and again that we are 
all of us God’s children, called to love one another, called to serve one another - even our enemies - and care for 
this Earth, our home, our common refuge.
 
I give thanks that I am on this journey with you all. I hope you all had a chance to find some refuge and 
refreshment these summer months. I look forward to seeing you all very soon! There is much work for us to do 
together - as always! The Holy Spirit will guide us, of that I am sure. I belong here. You belong here. We 
belong here, together, the body of Christ, the hands of Christ, for the work of Christ.
 
Peace,
Barry+

Annual Harte-McCormick Open House Picnic
Come to the Rectory, Sunday, September 3rd for our open house after the 9:15am liturgy: pork roast, beverages  
and fellowship! Bring a dish to share if you like. But most of all please come!

 

Please note Church Office Schedule:

C e 

Labor Day, Monday, September 5th
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 Regular Service Times
 September 10th our 8AM and 10AM indoor services resume. 
     Formation begins at 9AM

News From Our Vestry
From The Rector’s Warden
August 2017

Responsible stewardship of our financial reserves and our beautiful campus is the chief concern of the 
Vestry.  Securing and maintaining our resources supports the mission of St. Asaph’s and the work of the 
church in the world.  In planning for a stable future, the Strategic Thinking Group, ably chaired by Linda 
Sterthous, came up with three strategic goals at the beginning of this year. 

Goal 1: Pray Unceasingly: Find ways to engage new members and existing members, to transform 
them and to be transformed by them.

St. Asaph’s has a reputation for being a welcoming place. Some parishioners are exceptionally good at 
greeting visitors. With the understanding that some people are simply passing through, how do we provide 
a wider point of entry for those who wish to worship with us? 

The greeter teams are the first personal contact a visitor has with our church. As they say, you get only one 
chance at a first impression! Volunteering as a greeter is an important job that takes relatively little time, 
and it’s a wonderful way to see everyone on a Sunday. If you’re interested in learning more, please contact 
Connie Stelzenmuller or me.

Studies have shown that there are many spiritual seekers who are looking for communities of worship, but 
who are ambivalent about stepping into a church. What can we offer these seekers, while remaining rooted 
in our strong Episcopalian tradition? After the presidential election, we held an evening service with yoga 
and prayers and the opportunity for those present to speak their minds. On September 10, we’ll offer an 
artistic event to address the current rise in bigotry and intolerance and to raise funds for the Southern 
Poverty Law Center and Black Lives Matter. 

There’s room for fun, too! The Fall Festival on October 14 (rain date 10/21) will bring new people to our 
campus for food and games and many vendors. 
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From The Rector’s Warden continued

Goal 2: Come and See: Be known inside the Church and out in the world for our progressive values. 
Get the word out. 

The Marketing Committee has been exploring new ways to get the word out. St A’s parishioners traveled 
to WHYY to answer phone calls during their fund drive. We co-hosted a lecture with the Lower Merion 
Conservancy featuring the Township archivist. Joan Roberts followed with a presentation and tour of St 
Asaph’s. 

The Vestry dreams of visible signs of alternative energy production on our campus. Sadly, the political 
support for solar and wind generation has diminished lately, and the start-up costs are prohibitive – for 
now. 

Goal 3: Build My House Upon a Rock: Create financial stability.

The Stewardship Campaign begins in October. Please give prayerful consideration to your part in 
maintaining this church, and pledge generously for 2018. Thanks for all your past and present generosity! 

Planned giving is an opportunity for us to do for future generations what our predecessors have done for 
us. If you would like to learn more about including St A’s in your will, please talk with Steve Chawaga or 
John Chou. And thank you.

The Strategic Planning Group recommends a Capital Campaign to help restore our endowment and to 
complete essential property repairs. We are blessed in that Steve Chawaga, John Chou and Marlene Milner 
have agreed to serve as co-chairs. The Fall is for planning, and we expect a formal kick-off early next year. 
Stay tuned for more. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact any Vestry member at coffee hour or by email with your suggestions or 
concerns.  

With best wishes to all for a happy and fruitful fall, 

Diana Post
Rector’s Warden

Next Vestry Meeting - September 18, 2017  at 7PM

Hospitality Needs You!
With the Fall season arriving, we welcome back members who may have gone away for 
the summer as well as new visitors as services quickly become full again.  Coffee hour 
definitely provides a warm, welcoming  time to socialize with one another.  So, it would 
be of great help if everyone could please pick a Sunday, as volunteers are needed to help 
with hospitality. You can choose either the 8 am or 10 am coffee hour slot on Sundays. 
Also, two people can sign up for the same Sunday if you'd like to provide snacks or 
beverages, this way it’s easier for both volunteers. (Sign-up sheet outside Parish Hall)
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News About Our Members
Trevor Marsh
On August 1st, Trevor 
Marsh’s Peer Support 
Group at Kaleidoscope 
Family Solutions (KFS), 
recently had a wonderful 
event, Giving Day, for 
which they collected, set 
up, sorted and donated 
clothes for free to 
individuals who came to 
their area. At the end of 
the day, Trevor and his 
group boxed up the 
remaining items and 
donated them to Planet 
Aid.  They felt it was a  
very worthwhile 
opportunity!

For those who may not be familiar with Planet Aid, thanks to donations, the collection and recycling of used 
clothing, Planet Aid saves valuable resources that help reduce the emission of CO2 and other gasses that 
contribute to global warming. Reusing clothing and reducing the need for manufacturing new clothes is an easy 
way to save resources and mitigate climate change. Planet Aid collects and recycles 100 million pounds of 
clothes and shoes every year, but that is just a fraction of the textiles that could be recycled if everyone stopped 
throwing their clothes in the trash. (For more information go to: planetaid.org.)

Virginia Powell - Eclipse Commentary
Wow!
Did you experience the unbelievable event from Madras, Oregon or Casper, 
Wyoming while sitting in front of your TV screen? It felt so good to 
experience something so awesome with people shouting, clapping, and 
smiling at each other. We shared an emotional high which was extraordinary! 
Wow! No one was there to beat down others. No one was there to say one 
thing but mean another. No one was there to lie or push people around. 
Rather, all were there to appreciate, to share a positively spectacular event, to 
be up lifted. So glad to know, after months of ‘total disgust’, there remain 
events of total sweet amazement. There are events that bring out kindness 
toward each other. How very refreshing! I wonder…who else worked 

           miracles like this?  Maybe, just maybe it’s practical to follow that lead! 
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 Elizabeth “LiLy” Milroy
 LiLy will be speaking about her book 
 "The Grid and the River: Philadelphia's Green
 Places, 1682-1876" at the Historical Society 
 of Fort Washington (473 S Bethlehem Pike, 
 Fort Washington, PA 19034) on Tuesday, 
 19 September, 2017 at 7 p.m. (time to be 
 confirmed).

Photographer Unknown. Fairmount Park Scenery. 
circa 1870. Stereoview. 

Linda Sterthous
I’d like to express thanks to all my friends at  St.A’s who provided 
encouragement to me during the past year when I was looking for a 
new career challenge.  I am happy to report that as of July 5th, I 

began a new job as Executive Director of Barclay Friends, a 
continuing care community in West Chester, PA.  The community opened in 1893, founded by Quakers.  Barclay 
Friends is nationally known for its horticulture program, and it’s a delight to see elderly residents involved 
every day in gardening and flower arranging. The community moved in 1997 to a new campus, and became an 
affiliate of Kendal, a well-known Quaker retirement community non-profit corporation.  I am thrilled to be part 
of this mission-driven organization, and I drive to work every day with a smile on my face, ready for a new 
adventure.  If there are any members of the congregation who need advice on retirement options or the care of 
an elderly family member, please don’t hesitate to give me a call. 
 -- Linda M. Sterthous, Executive Director

 Andy Gahagan
Hello Church.
I am recently unemployed, so to keep in shape and not have to sell plasma while 
I look for a job, I'm putting myself out for hire. I've done a lot of manual labor in 
my life (cleaning – yes I do windows, landscaping, painting, car detailing, etc.) 
and would be happy to talk to you if you have need for any of that. 

I'm thinking about $25-$30/hour depending on the project. And it depends on 
how close/far you are from where I live (near St. Joe’s University). I would be 
using your equipment/supplies, or possibly buy something like a hedge trimmer 
if needed and not expensive. If you have interest, contact me and we can discuss 
further.  My cell is 717-372-5989 and my email is drewster99@gmail.com   
 I’m also  available for a great full-time job if you would like to discuss one  

  as well.   

 

mailto:drewster99@gmail.com
mailto:drewster99@gmail.com
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Sally Pearne - Early Music Academy
In mid-summer I was privileged to attend the Early Music Academy (EMA) of 
Boston for a week of singing Renaissance choral music, a week which proved to 
be emotionally, spiritually, and musically uplifting beyond words.  The Early 
Music Academy, formed in England, is dedicated to exploring, preserving and 
performing this rich heritage of pre-baroque music literature.  Our three dynamic 
choral instructor/conductors were all English, and active with the Tallis Scholars, 
classroom education, or early music church venues in England.  While 
continuing to be held yearly in Uppingham, England, this was the first year the 

Early Music Academy had also come to the U.S.  Prospective singers had to apply and submit a 
recommendation from their choral directors – which Roy graciously and generously provided to support my 
application.

EMA Boston was hosted by St. John's Seminary in Brighton, where each day 
of the week was spent learning and rehearsing choral music by composers 
such as Taverner and Tallis, in small groups and large (the entire choir 
comprised of 30 singers).  Each evening we sang Compline in the seminary 
chapel, where we also gave two prayer services and our final concert.  In 
addition we sang a service in a mid-town church, St. Cecilia's.  Mid-day we 
were treated to a harpsichord recital and an organ recital by two of our 
musical staff.  All performances were in sacred spaces, pictured here.  While 
attendance numbers were significantly smaller than our group, we were not 

disappointed, as singing the music was more than reward enough.  Happily, we were invited back next year.  
I am counting the days!  
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Executive Director, Zabeth Teelucksingh Receives 
Walnut Club Award

The Walnut Club a 501c (6) non-profit organization which supports the professional 
advancement of leadership growth and personal enrichment of ambitious women, honored 
42 of Philadelphia’s most outstanding women, at a sold-out event on Tuesday, July 18th. 
Hundreds of people from the civic and business community gathered to celebrate the 
achievements of outstanding women who have made a major impact in Philadelphia.

Global Philadelphia Association is proud to announce that Zabeth Teelucksingh, Executive 
Director, was one of the award recipients, selected from a list of 100 women.

The Walnut Club Award is the third award this year for Zabeth Teelucksingh. Earlier this 
year, Zabeth was recognized by the Philadelphia Business Journal and received a  “Woman 
of Distinction award, and was also honored by the Young Caribbean Professional Network with the 
International Entrepreneur of the Year Award.

Zabeth Teelucksingh has led the Global Philadelphia Association 
(GPA) as Executive Director since 2011. Under Zabeth’s 
leadership, GPA has grown in membership, and global outreach, 
most notably joining with the City of Philadelphia for 
membership in the Organization of World Heritage Cities in 
November 2015, making Philadelphia the first World Heritage 
City in the US. Zabeth has developed multiple signature 
international programs, including GlobalPhilly™2013 the first –  
ever international Expo in Philadelphia, which was repeated in 
2015 and currently GlobalPhilly 2017. Zabeth also created 
GlobalKids, PhillyThinks, EIJP (a global journalism program),     

a robust internship program for millennials and the #IamaGlobalPhiladelphian awareness campaign.          
Congratulations Zabeth Teelucksingh! 

Save The Date – Global Philly 17 Expo
Did you know about the GlobalPhilly™17 (GP17) Expo? It is a biennial expo 
presented by the Global Philadelphia Association, consisting of 130 events hosted 
by our GPA members over 45 days (from September 15 to November 1, 2017). 

Some highlights of the Expo this year include: 
The Philadelphia Unity Cup, a soccer tournament by global teams in PHL
The Mexican Independence Day Festival as part of the PECO Multicultural Series (Sept 10)
Putinomics: The Price of Power in Russia, hosted by the Foreign Policy Research Institute (Sept 19)
Dialogue Across Difference, Creating the passion to Bridge the Divide (Sept 23)
Heritage Storytelling Happy Hour, presented by Philadelphia Horticultural Society and Global Philadelphia 
Association (Oct 11)     

For more information: www.globalphiladelphia.org

http://www.globalphiladelphia.org
http://www.globalphiladelphia.org
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 Outreach
A Community Outreach Journey with the St. Asaph's Marketing Team
Article submitted by Jane Carton & photos submitted by Marlene Milner

On Saturday, June 24, fourteen dauntless parishioners, including Father Barry, met at the church at 6:30 a.m.    
to car pool into center city to the WHYY TV/WRTI Radio studio located on Independence Mall. Emily Cronin 
presented this volunteer on-air Summer Membership Campaign opportunity to the Marketing Committee in 
May with several members expressing interest in participating. So off we went!

Upon arrival we were greeted by Betsy Feil, the WHYY volunteer event coordinator, with an invitation to help 
ourselves to a bountiful buffet donated by “Breakfast at Tiffany's.” Betsy then assigned each to a computer, 
equipped with headphones, for an in depth tutorial to prepare us for the operational specifics of dealing with the 
electronically scripted details of the upcoming phone-in donations.

“ Folks, you're on,” announced Betsy, as we sat, mesmerized, praying that the first phone to ring wouldn't be 
ours! Well, it was to be Alexandria, and she was marvelous, speaking calmly, with her distinctive English 
accent to her caller, who, as it happened, was not to be a donor, but a complainer! She handled it ever so 
smoothly, with assistance from one of the several WHYY staff members who roamed among us just in case we 
raised our hand needing help on how to get through a situation just like Alexandria was dealing with.

For the next five hours we were all taking calls from regional viewers and listeners, with the vast majority of 
responders friendly and generous, stating not only their appreciation for public TV and radio, but for us, the 
volunteers. We enjoyed a delicious lunch buffet offering during the last hours of the campaign and came away 
feeling this had been nothing less that a “win-win” experience benefiting both WHYY and St. Asaph’s. And a 
good time was had by all! With thanks to Emily for connecting us to a most worthy cause!
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Tee Shirt Memorial 

Heeding God's Call is a local 
organization devoted to raising 
awareness of the ongoing 
misuse of guns in the 
Philadelphia area. You may have seen displays of tee 
shirts both in the city and in the suburbs. Each shirt 
has the name, age, and date of death of a victim of 
gun violence last year – HUNDREDS!

St. Asaph's has again scheduled a display this fall on 
the corner of St. Asaph's Road and Conshohocken 
State Road to show our sympathy for the families of 
the deceased and our support for better gun 
regulation.

Please come to St. Asaph's on Sat., Nov. 4th at 9 AM 
to help mount the memorial. Money donations will be 
gratefully accepted to buy more tee shirts for the 
names of new victims.

For more information, contact Mary Allen 
(marydallen@gmail.com or 215-473-0665).

mailto:marydallen@gmail.com
mailto:marydallen@gmail.com
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In-Committee News
Submitted by: Steve Chawaga

This Fall, the “Inreach” Committee is sponsoring visits from several non-profit groups based in our area that 
support missions both local and overseas by selling locally-made products and returning the profits to the areas 
of need.  Details are still being worked out, but you can expect to hear from several groups during the 10 a.m. 
service and then have the opportunity to learn more (and shop!) during the coffee hour.

Feast Incarnate Dinners - Volunteer Welcomed!
It was such a huge success last year that we are doing it again! Special thank you to Andrew McDonald and 
McShea’s who agreed to donate the chicken again! We will be serving 110 chicken dinners on Tuesday, 
September 5th - Feast Incarnate at University Lutheran Church, 3637 Chestnut Street, ½ block below The 
Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral. Car-pooling from St. Asaph’s Church parking lot; please try to arrive by    
2:45 p.m. as the goal is to leave no later than 3:00 p.m. Limited meter parking is available on Ludlow 
Alley.  Assemble at 3:30 p.m. at the UniLu kitchen to ensure enough time for food heat up and table set up. The 
meal is served at 5:00 p.m. with clean up at 6:15 p.m. and home by 7:15 p.m. However you can help, is much 
appreciated. There will be a sign up sheet in the Parish Hall on the piano for those interested in 
participating.  Further details and sign up sheets will be made available in the Parish Hall or contact Lynda in 
the Church Office at (610) 664-0966.

Adult Formation & Christian Formation for all ages will resume beginning September 10th at 9AM.

Fortnight Series - We gather at 6:15 p.m., dinner/discussion at 6:30 p.m. and Eucharist at 7:10pm and 
finished by 7:30 p.m. Upcoming dates for 2017 - TBD.                                                                                                                   

African Team Ministries Arts and Crafts Sale 
The youth will sell African Team Ministries products will be sold at St. Asaph’s Fall Festival on October 14th. 
African Team Ministries provides funding, care and education for orphan and refugee relief missions in Kenya, 
Uganda, and Tanzania.	
                   

 

Adult & Youth Formation News

Care Packages for the Homeless
On June 4, 2017, the Sunday 
School children were able to 
put together 30 packages for 
the homeless. 

Welcome Church was very 
grateful for the care 
packages. Many thanks to 

Alexias Morgan for organizing the project, the 
parish, Steve Sheeran and the Sunday school 
children for their help and the generous donations.
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St. Asaph’s Fall Festival - October 14th
Home-made Food (not just Baked Goods!)
Last year's Fall Festival was a wonderful day of parishioners working together for St. A's. People came from 
around the neighborhood and from further afield looking for treasures, quality crafts, and HOME COOKING!
Mary Allen is heading up the HOME-MADE FOOD table and requests donations from all you talented cooks 
out there. Last year we found folks eager to buy good, nutritious food in addition to sweet stuff: soups, sauces, 
spreads, and breads, as well as cookies, cakes, muffins, and pies. The only requirement is that it be home-made, 
please. It is most helpful if you bring your contribution on the morning of the fair, wrapped, labeled, and priced 
for individual sale. Please respond enthusiastically when Mary asks you to donate your specialty! Help is also 
needed at the table on Oct. 14th.

What is a 50/50 Raffle?
Money from ticket sales all goes into one pot. ONE ticket is drawn for the winner. The pot is split between the 
winner and the church. There is no limit to how many tickets you may buy; the more we sell, the higher the 
prize, and the bigger the contribution to St. Asaph's! Other prizes will be rewarded also.

Tickets are on sale now before and after the 10 AM service on Sundays or by contacting Mary Allen at  
marydallen@gmail.com or 215-473-0665.  Checks should be made out to St. Asaph's Church with the word 
“Raffle” in the memo. We'll all be winners by helping St. A's.  

UpcomingEvents at Saint Asaph’s

mailto:marydallen@gmail.com
mailto:marydallen@gmail.com
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Dining In!
This has become a very popular St. Asaph's fund raiser. What is better than going to a 
friend's house for dinner with other guests, some of whom you know well, others whom 
you would like to know better?  How it works:

A host (or two) choose a date convenient for them, post a menu, specify the number of 
guests, and assign a price per person. 

Guests sign up, knowing the money they pay goes entirely to St. A's. The host(s) foot the bill for food and 
drink! 

Hosts and guests assemble at the hosts' address and have a great time.

Coming up (tentatively scheduled) will be an informal pizza Dine In! hosted by Virginia Powell and Sally 
Pearne on Saturday, September 16th at 5:30 p.m. at Sally Pearne’s home. Be sure to sign up soon because space 
will fill up fast!

Watch for the next posting towards the end of September for more dinners in the works! We are always    
looking for more hosts. If you'd like to volunteer or for more information, contact Zabeth zabetht@gmail.com,         
Mary marydallen@gmail.com, or Virginia vpowellmontessori@gmail.com. 

Book Club News                                                                                                   
The next meeting of the Book Club will be on Monday, September 12th. Further details to follow soon. 
Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on second Mondays in the Parish Hall. All are welcome.

Greening of The Church 
Yes, it’s early but do save the date for Potluck and Greening of St. Asaph’s –  
Carol Linfoot and Joanne Behm are co-chairs of the potluck on Tuesday, December 12th 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. with wine, non-alcoholic beverages and snacks.  The dinner starts at      
6:30pm.  There is a signup sheet for the potluck on the piano or email Carol Linfoot and let

her know that you are coming and what you plan to bring: clinfoot116@gmail.com 

The Flower Guild, under the direction of Jane Carton and Connie Stelzenmuller, will guide the greening 
of the church beginning at approximately 7:00 p.m.  This event is always fun for young families with children.  
Children will find decorating their parish hall tree and making crafts entertaining.  Parents are needed to help 
decorate the larger tree in the sanctuary, green the window sills and help with roping. Teenagers are especially 
needed to climb ladders to wrap the roping around the top of the pillars and to place votive candles on the 
pillar shelves. Come for part of it, or all of it; we welcome your attendance! 

Christmas Flowers – We welcome donations for poinsettias to decorate the church. The Flower Guild will 
create Christmas memorial floral arrangements upon request for $40. Call the office for details.

mailto:zabetht@gmail.com
mailto:zabetht@gmail.com
mailto:marydallen@gmail.com
mailto:marydallen@gmail.com
mailto:vpowellmontessori@gmail.com
mailto:vpowellmontessori@gmail.com
mailto:clinfoot116@gmail.com
mailto:clinfoot116@gmail.com


14

Presiding Bishop Reflects on Charlottesville 
 and its Aftermath

 
Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or 
Community?
In this moment – when the stain of bigotry has once again covered our 
land, and when hope, frankly, sometimes seems far away, when we must 
now remember new martyrs of the way of love like young Heather 
Heyer – it may help to remember the deep wisdom of the martyrs who 
have gone before.

The year was 1967. It was a time not unlike this one in America. Then there were riots in our streets, 
poverty and unbridled racism in our midst, and a war far away tearing us apart at home. In that moment, the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote a book, his last one, with a message that rings poignant today. It was 
titled, "Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?"

One of his insights then was that a moment of crisis is always a moment of decision. It was true then and is 
true now. Where do we go from here? Chaos? Indifference? Avoidance? Business as usual? Or Beloved 
Community?

I'm a follower of Jesus of Nazareth because I believe the teachings, the Spirit, the Person, the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus have shown us the way through the chaos to true community as God has intended 
from the beginning.

Through the way of love, he has shown us the way to be right and reconciled with the God and Creator of us 
all. Through his way of love, he has shown us the way to be right and reconciled with each other as children 
of God, and as brothers and sisters. In so doing, Jesus has shown us the way to become the Beloved 
Community of God. St. Paul said it this way: "In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself" and now 
he has entrusted us with "the message of reconciliation" (2 Corinthians 5:19).

I know too well that talk of Beloved Community, which Jesus was describing when he spoke of the 
kingdom of God in our midst, can be dismissed as nice but naive, idealistic yet unrealistic. I know that.
But I also know this. The way of Beloved Community is our only hope. In this most recent unveiling of 
hatred, bigotry, and cruelty, as Neo-Nazis marched and chanted, "The Jews will not replace us," we have 
seen the alternative to God's Beloved Community. And that alternative is simply unthinkable. It is nothing 
short of the nightmare of human self-destruction and the destruction of God's creation. And that is 
unthinkable, too.

We who follow Jesus have made a choice to walk a different way: the way of disciplined, intentional, 
passionate, compassionate, mobilized, organized love intent on creating God's Beloved Community on 
Earth.

News from the Diocese of  Pennsylvania
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Maybe it is not an accident that the Bible readings for the Holy Eucharist this Sunday (Genesis 45:1-15; Isaiah 
56:1,6-8; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; and Matthew 15:21-28) all point toward and bear a message of God's 
passionate desire and dream to create the Beloved Community in the human family and all of the creation.

This Sunday and in the days and weeks to come, as we gather in community to worship God and then move 
about in our homes, neighborhoods, schools, workplaces, social circles and more, we will be faced with a 
choice. I ask and invite us as congregations and individuals who are together the Episcopal Church of the Jesus 
Movement to intentionally, purposely, and liturgically rededicate ourselves to the way of Jesus, the work of 
racial reconciliation, the work of healing and dismantling everything that wounds and divides us, the work of 
becoming God's Beloved Community. Resources that can assist us in doing this work are included with this 
message, including an adapted version of the Becoming Beloved Community vision that our church's key 
leaders shared this spring. I urge you to spend time reflecting with them individually and in your churches.

Where do we go from here? Maybe the venerable slave songs from our American past can help us. In the midst 
of their suffering, they used to sing ...

Walk together children
And don't you get weary.

Cause there's a great camp meeting
In the promised land.

We will walk there ... together. We will make this soil on which we live more and more like God's own 
Promised Land. So God love you. God bless you. And let's all keep the faith!

-- The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate
   

234th Annual Convention
The opening date of the 234th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Pennsylvania 
has been set for the evening of Friday, November 3rd and continues on Saturday, 
November 4, 2017. The Convention will be held at the Philadelphia Episcopal 
Cathedral, 38th Street between Market and Chestnut. Eucharist will begin on 
Friday, November 3rd at 6:30 p.m., followed by a reception serving heavy Hors 
D' Oeuvres. Registration will begin at 7:30 a.m., Saturday, November 4th, 
gathering music at 8:15 a.m. with Morning Prayer beginning at 8:30 a.m.

The theme of this year's Convention is:

"See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 
and that is what we are."	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1 John 3:1a (NRSV)

 
Lay and Clerical delegates are to be registered by Lynda in the Church Office at 
(610) 664-0966.
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CELEBRATING ONE BAPTISM 
IN CHRIST
Submitted by The Rev. Dr. Norman A. Hjelm

On Sunday, October 29 of this year the Philadelphia 
Liturgical Institute will be sponsoring an 
ecumenical Service in commemoration of the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation. The date has been 
chosen for global observance of this event based on 
Martin Luther’s posting of the Ninety-five Theses 
in Wittenberg, Germany on October 31, 1517.  It is 
worth nothing that the Service is to be a thoroughly 
ecumenical event involving Protestant, Roman 
Catholic, and Orthodox participants. 

                                                                                   
The Service will be held at the Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral at 3:00 P.M. on October 29 at 3:00 P.M.       
that Sunday.  It will be an observance of the common Baptism shared by Christians of all traditions.                 
There will be two homilies given, by Fr. Dennis Gill, Rector of the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul 
and the Rev. Dr. Gordon Lathrop, Professor Emeritus of Liturgics at the Philadelphia Lutheran Theological 
Seminary.  The Very Rev. Judith Sullivan, Dean of the Cathedral, will preside and participants will come         
from Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Lutheran, African-American Baptist, Reformed,              
and other Christian traditions.     

Attendance at this Service will be a sign to the Philadelphia area of the unity and growing communion        
between all Christian bodies.  The divisions within that Body, many of which stem from the reformations            
of the 16th Century are increasingly being seen as offensive to the Lord of the Church and to the world.            
This observance of our common Baptism will bear witness to the communion which is overcoming conflict.  
You are encouraged to participate in this ecumenical worship.

The Philadelphia Liturgical Institute is an ecumenical group of clergy, laity, and scholars concerned for the 
quality and depth of worship in congregations of all traditions throughout the region.
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Peace-Filled Events - Join Us!
Coming Soon!
What: “Space for Change – no room for hate” is an inclusive event in response to the crisis in Charlottesville, 
VA, centered around providing a place for people to exercise their allyship, share their experiences, and 
appreciate the beauty in art that continues to exist. It will include free will donations to Black Lives Matter 
and Southern Poverty Law Center, featured artists and performances, and a time for you to share your voice 
and listen to others. While times are trying, come to this event for hope.  
When: September, 10th at 2:00 p.m. (doors open at 1:30)
Where: the Church of Saint Asaph – 27 Conshohocken State Rd., Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
Who: Tentatively: Aaron Asher (Sabali Creations), and Kinglsey Ibeneche, Seraiah Nicole, Maya Simone, 
Natalie Picardo, Dancefusion’s Fusion2 
For further information please contact Kate via the Church Office at office@saintasaphs.org

Peace Walk
Join the Adath Israel Social justice Task Force and the Church of Saint Asaph 
for a walk among neighbors! Sunday, October 22, 2017 at 3:00 PM.  
Our one-mile will begin at The Church of Saint Asaph and conclude at Adath 
Israel where we will enjoy refreshments and opportunities to engage in social 
activism. We will collect gently used K-12 books to donate to Philadelphia 
schools.  Book collection boxes will be at the church by October 1st. The   

  walk is an apolitical act of unity; no political signs or banners are permitted.  
           Want to volunteer to help with this event?  Kindly e-mail Dara Lovitz at dara.lovitz@gmail.com

September is Peace Month

Stewardship
Stewardship Month is October with the Great In-Gathering of pledge cards on 
All Saints Day. It is my calling to provide you with any information that will 
make it easier for you to pledge generously to support St. Asaph's in 2018.   
Please call or write to me with any questions you may have.

We all share the responsibility to pay our parish bills, and support spiritual and 
educational programs essential for the growth of our members and our parish, 
which is no easy task. Astonishingly, our expenses in 2016 added up to more than  
$450,000 – more than $1,200/day! Income from pledges was around $230,800,  
and from other sources less than $100,000. The deficit was met by withdrawing 
from our invested funds, which have shrunk accordingly. Our need is great.

At this time when we need hope strengthened and love shared, let us each consider how much more we can 
contribute to meet the financial demands for our parish to thrive. Increase your pledge and help St. Asaph's 
“eclipse” last year's pledge contributions. 

You will be hearing from me.

Peace,
Mary (Allen)
marydallen@gmail.com

mailto:office@saintasaphs.org
mailto:office@saintasaphs.org
mailto:dara.lovitz@gmail.com
mailto:dara.lovitz@gmail.com
mailto:marydallen@gmail.com
mailto:marydallen@gmail.com
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Music & Fine Arts
The Gallery at St. Asaph’s Upcoming Exhibits                                                                                                
Submitted by: Roy Harker, Director of Music and the Arts

       

 

Elysian Camerata
2017-2018 Dates: Mark your Calendars!

Sunday, October 1, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 19, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 21, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.                                                                                  
Sunday, March 25, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.                                                                                    
Sunday, May 6, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.

Paws and Affection Art Auction
On Saturday, October 7, 2017 St. Asaph’s 
Gallery will host Paws and Affection’s 2017 
Art Auction in the Gallery.

Paws  and Affection is a nonprofit 501c (3) 
focused on the mission of training service, 
facility, and companion dogs for young 
people who have a range of disabilities in 
the greater Philadelphia area and to 
educate the public about service dogs and 
their role in the community. Our goal is to 
empower these children with independence 
and confidence by matching them with 
amazing dogs.

John Barrett: Furniture in the Shaker Tradition                                                              
October 9 through December 5, 2017

Opening Reception: Friday, October 20, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Reminder - Directory Updates

A new Fall 2017 Parish Directory will be                                                                 
made available on September 1st in digital format                                                         
and copies for those who prefer a printed format. 

If you have had a change of 
address or email and                                                                
would like your contact 
information to appear                                                                          
in the parish directory, 
please e-mail the Church 
Office                                                             
at office@saintasaphs.org

The Church of Saint 
Asaph

Parish Directory

April 2016 Edition

mailto:office@sintasaphs.org
mailto:office@sintasaphs.org
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Birthdays, Graduations, Receptions, 
Meetings 
Did you know you can rent space at 
St. Asaph’s?
St Asaph’s has comfortable and affordable spaces to rent 
for an evening or a weekend. We rent space for events, 
parties, receptions, meetings, classes, musical 
performances, etc. We rent to individuals, nonprofit 
organizations, and businesses. 

The Sanctuary is available for both church members and 
non-members who wish to mark life’s passages, baptism, confirmation, weddings 
and funerals, before God in a Christian context. Our lovely Parish Hall serves as a 
gallery and a reception area. The conference room offers a quiet space for 
meetings, yoga or classes. Call the Parish Office for details, (610) 664-0966.

Need Event Space?

Remembrances
 Birthdays In September  
Margaret Nelsen, Kristen Stewart, Phyllis Touchstone, Linda Sterthous, Lila Mackintosh, Uju Akaniru, 
Jack K. Moore Jr., Kelly Dougherty, Doris Weimar, Marisa Peterson, Tresh Moore, and Roy Harker.

Birthdays In October
Steve Lindsay, Steve Chawaga, Emma Ragsdale, John Barrett, Kevin Harte-McCormick,                                  

      Zabeth Teelucksingh, Neil Desnoyers, Clara Porrata-Doria, Lisbet Drivdahl, John Chou, Robert Spencer, 
      Andi Gray, Carolyn Chou, Kristen Dougherty, Georgia Sarko, and Anaia Goodwin.

Those Who Need Our Prayers
We pray for Amria, Christopher Browne, Chris Carey, Cindy Carey, Gwen Hauser, Ward Carey, 
Larry Heaver, Jennifer Hero, Eleanor Harte, Kath Hubbard, John Ross, Dee-Dee Gallagher, 
Maritza Mueller, Patricia Poisson, Jacques Poisson and Steve Sheeran.  

For Those Recently Departed
Lillian Dabney Bryant, Jonathon Magro, Rene Goodale (Diana Post), 
Clifton Stroud (Glenn Stroud & the Nelsen family)



   Sunday Schedule - Beginning September 10th
          8 am, Contemplative Communion
          9 am, Christian Formation - All Ages
           10 am,  Parish Eucharist

Parish Staff
The Rev. Barry J. Harte, Rector
rector@saintasaphs.org

Lynda Staton, Parish Administrator
office@saintasaphs.org
Hours: Mon-Fri, 9a-3p
610-664-0966

Roy Harker, Director of Music & the Arts
music@saintasaphs.org

Steve Sheeran, Youth Formation
youth@saintasaphs.org

Israel Souza & Roberta Marcolino, Sextons

Vision & Mission
The Church of St Asaph is called to be a 
progressive Christian community.
• We welcome everyone to God’s table.
• We stand with those in need and advocate for 

the poor, the sick, the friendless and the 
marginalized.

• We make children central to our life as a 
community.

• We celebrate the presence of God with joyful, 
engaging and inviting worship.

       CHURCH OF SAINT ASAPH
A Parish of The Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania

  27 Conshohocken State Rd, Bala Cynwyd, Pa 19004
    www.saintasaphs.org

            610-664-0966
https://www.facebook.com/
SaintAsaphsBalaCynwyd

Prefer to receive a paper copy of The Outlook? Email the church office at office@saintasaphs.org         
You can also pick one up from the rack on the Gallery door or at the front door of the church.

Come Worship With Us

Worship Helpers Needed - Sign up has begun!
Dear Friends,

Would you like to help during the 8AM or 10 AM liturgy by being a Reader, Chalicer, Verger, Greeter, Counter 
or Assisting Minister?  Maybe you have interest in the Bread Guild, Altar Guild or Flower Guild committees? 
We also have a need for drivers on Sunday for those who may need a ride to church.
        
If you would like to volunteer for any of the above helper duties, please see the sign up sheets that will be posted 
on the bulletin board outside the Parish Hall or email the church office directly of your choice.

Please note that all sign up sheets will be completely blank of names so if you currently fulfill one of the 
worship helper duties, rewrite your name to the list as confirmation that you still wish to participate. This way, 
it’s easier to keep track as it will be the most current listing.

Thank you,

Lynda Staton, Parish Administrator                                                                                                                                         
Church Office

P.S. Hope you enjoy reading this fall’s edition of The Outlook Newsletter!

mailto:office@saintasaphs.oirg
mailto:office@saintasaphs.oirg

